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Regulations are being laid today in England and Wales, which will establish the legal 
framework for a statutory, unified system of scrutiny by independent medical examiners for 
all deaths in England and Wales, which are not investigated by a coroner and will come into 
force on 9 September 2024.   
 
The new statutory medical examiner (ME) roles – and the new procedures – will have a 
positive impact for families and for health services in Wales.  
 
The expected benefits include: 

 The cause of death recorded on medical certificates of the cause of death (MCCDs) 
by doctors will be scrutinised by a medical examiner. This will help to identify patterns 
and trends and, in turn, help to detect any poor practice or even criminal activity.  

 MCCDs will provide more accurate information about the causes of death leading to 
better planning of health services.  

 Improved information for clinical governance and health monitoring will support 
learning and improvement, which will help to make health services safer.  

 The death certification process will be easier for bereaved families to understand, 
open and transparent, and provide opportunities for loved ones to raise concerns 
with an independent ME about the standard of care leading up to a death. There will 
also be opportunities for MEs to provide reassurance that the cause of death has 
been correctly established by the doctor.  

 Appropriate referrals to the coroner service. 
 
The Medical Examiner (Wales) Regulations 2024 are laid today as part of the wider death 
certification reforms being introduced in England and Wales through Regulations being laid 
by the UK Government’s Department of Health and Social Care namely:  
 

 The Medical Certificate of Cause of Death Regulations 2024 

 The Medical Examiners (England) Regulations 2024 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsenedd.wales%2Fsearch%3FPageSize%3D4%26Page%3D1%26Culture%3Den-GB%26ViewModelType%3DAll%26IsSubSearch%3DFalse%26SiteHomePageId%3D0%26SearchTerm%3D%26DateFrom%3D%26DateTo%3D%26Members%3D%26IncludeLaidDocuments%3Dtrue&data=05%7C02%7CNatalie.Harris%40gov.wales%7C7da9a474935c4caa3b7d08dc5accfbe0%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C638485083768526543%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aGngiR0qPe%2FfIlk%2Fz%2FIE3RR3HEHIfTrcjnxNG2PezxU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fchanges-to-the-death-certification-process&data=05%7C02%7CNatalie.Harris%40gov.wales%7C5ed4be6ea9d04a6d9dd508dc5ade8320%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C638485158940832113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8kULGZkSJ2T8B7fZZQq9F6wdnH6zbastaBOpuo8gPHg%3D&reserved=0
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 The NME (Additional Functions) Regulations 2024 
 
The reforms to the death certification process and the introduction of the statutory role of 
medical examiners aim to ensure that the system for certifying all non-coronial deaths 
provides adequate scrutiny to identify and deter criminal activity or poor practice.  
It rationalises the existing system, ensuring that the level of scrutiny is proportionate and 
does not impose undue delays for the bereaved family or place undue burdens on medical 
practitioners and others involved in the process. And it aims to provide a common death 
certification procedure that ensures the same level of scrutiny and assurance, irrespective 
of whether a family chooses burial or cremation.  
 
The current ME’s non-statutory review of the cause of death provides additional safeguards 
to representatives of the deceased and provides them with the opportunity to ask questions 
about the death and to express concerns they may have in relation to the care and 
treatment of their loved one. MEs, as part of their scrutiny, will also speak to the attending 
practitioner completing the MCCD and review the patient record.   
 
The medical examiner service in Wales operates independently of the NHS organisation 
providing care. The three elements of scrutiny allow the ME to understand if there are any 
factors which can provide valuable independent and early feedback to NHS health boards, 
trusts and non-acute care providers about issues which may be associated with care before 
death. In this way they promote learning and improvement in the health system. In Wales, 
medical examiners provide another means by which the certifying doctor can raise concerns 
about care, outside their own organisations.  
 
An Integrated Impact Assessment has been prepared for the Medical Examiner (Wales) 
Regulations 2024 laid today.    
 
 
 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.wales%2Fmedical-examiners-wales-regulations-2024-integrated-impact-assessment&data=05%7C02%7CNatalie.Harris%40gov.wales%7C072a66e2dce94060cb3b08dc59781f02%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C638483619647671058%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rgHGGCghJBp6D3p1EhON7vmSOLQnw8o8fhpty0b43l0%3D&reserved=0

